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Venetian Bankers 
Come to England   

 The Venetian Takeover of England: A 200-Year 
Project, by Gerald Rose; printed in The Executive 
Intelligence Review, April 15, 1994.  

Lesson by Dr . Douglas Gabr iel
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Douglas Gabriel gives a brief introduction to the 
summarized article below. We suggest that you listen 
to his lecture first, then continue reading for details. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=USmVz_7p4LE
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I t  was one of the m ost wel l -known ?secrets? of the Br i t ish ol igarchy, that the 

m odel  for  the Br i t ish Em pire was Venice. The wel l -known secret of al l  the 

W hig insiders was that the Venetian takeover  of England was a 200-year  

project beginn ing with the break  of H enry VII I  wi th Rom e and concluding in  

1714, wi th the accession to the throne of George I . For  the f i r st  t im e, a 

non-heredi tar y k ing, W i l l iam  of Orange (W il l iam  the Third), was invi ted to 

r u le by a group of noble fam i l ies. This was a decisive break  with previous 

Engl ish h istor y. For  the f i r st  t im e, you had a k ing beholden to the Engl ish 

ol igarchy. The Engl ish par l iam entary system  of governm ent was m odeled 

expl ici t ly on the Venetian system  of a Great Assem bly and Senate that 

controls the doge. England off icial ly in  1688 becam e an ol igarchy. 

  

The Venetian takeover  of England had been near ly a 200-year  project, 

proceeding in  two phases. The f i r st  began in  the 1530s under  H enry VII I  wi th 

the break  fr om  Rom e engineered by Thom as Crom wel l . The later , m ore 

radical , phase was the takeover  of England by the Giovani (?the young ones?) 

of Paolo Sarpi , beginn ing 70 years later. 
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You can never  understand Venice by studying what posi t ions the Venetians 

took  on an issue. The Venetians did not care what posi t ion they took . They 

always took  al l  posi t ions. Their  m ethod was one of look ing for  the weak  point 

and cor rupt ing the person. At th is form  of evi l , they were the m asters. Their  

diplom atic corps was the best in  the wor ld at the t im e, and the Br i t ish 

diplom atic corps was tr ained by the Venetians. Venice, which worked with the 

Turks to create a republ ic of usury and slavery; Venice, the slave tr ader  of 

Europe, so close to being destroyed m any t im es, survived. I ts survival  would 

wreak  havoc on western civi l izat ion as i t  subsum ed England. 

Con tar i n i  an d  the Ev i l  of  Ar i stot l e 

The figure of Gasparo Contar in i  is the key one for  Venice in  i ts war. Contar in i  

was tr ained at Padua Universi ty, the son of one of the oldest fam i l ies in  Venice. 

Every Venetian ol igarchical  fam i ly sent their  chi ldren to Padua Universi ty to 

becom e tr ained Ar istotel ians. To understand Venice, you m ust understand 

that Ar istot le is a thoroughgoing defense of ol igarchical  society. 

In  h is Politics, Ar istot le is m ost expl ici t . H is theory of the purpose of pol i t ics is 

to m aintain  inequal i ty. The state m ust car r y on th is natural  idea and m aintain  

i t . The very basis for  Ar istot le?s pol i t ics is the m aintenance of the ?m aster - 

slave? relat ionship, because i t  is, as he asser ts, ?natural?: ?That one should 

com m and and another  obey is both necessary and expedient. Indeed, som e 

th ings are so divided r ight fr om  bir th, som e to ru le, som e to be ru led.... I t  is 

clear  then that by nature som e are fr ee, others are slaves, and that for  these i t  

is both just and expedient that they should serve as slaves.? 

The r eason  Ar i stot l e w as so w i del y i n f l uen t i al  i n  Ven i ce, i s 

that  Ven i ce w as a sl ave soci ety based  on  a pr i n ci p l e of  

ol i gar ch i sm .  

   



5

I t  is r em arkable that there was no real  di fference between Contar in i  and 

Luther , yet Contar in i  and several  other  Venetian noblem en later  dom inated 

the reform  com m ission which nom inal ly prosecuted the war  on the 

Reform ation. Contar in i?s views were the essence of the Spir i tual i  m ovem ent, 

which was to dom inate a sect ion of the m ost power fu l  Venetian ol igarchy. H e 

was Venice?s am bassador  to the papacy. At another  t im e he was the 

am bassador  to the cour t of Char les V. H e was next appointed to the Counci l  of 

Ten and later  the Counci l  of Three, the suprem e rul ing body of Venice. This 

counci l  was just ice in  Venice; i t  r u led on al l  cases and could order  

assassinat ions. This was how Venice kept control  of i ts ol igarchical  fam i l ies.  

Gasparo Contar ini

From  the Counci l  of Three, Contar in i  was appointed a cardinal . As a cardinal , 

he was f i r st  asked to create the reform  com m ission for  the Counci l  of Trent. 

H e and four  other  Spir i tual i  dom inated the com m ission. H e was next 

appointed to negotiate with the Lutherans at Regensburg, at the behest of 

the H apsburg Em peror  Char les in  1541.  

I t  can now be stated what happened to the Renaissance: Venice m anipulated 

both the Reform ation and the Counter -Reform ation, leading to a ser ies of 

wars which drowned the Renaissance legacy of Cusa and Pius I I  in  a sea of 

blood that culm inated in  the Thir ty Years? W ar. 

The Venetian fact ion in  England got the upper  hand when H enry VII I  fel l  for  

the sexual  bai t  that fact ion put before h im : Anne Boleyn. Anne was the 

granddaughter  of the leader  of the Venetian fact ion in  England, Thom as 
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H oward, Duke of Nor folk , of the power fu l  H oward fam i ly. The H owards 

cont inued to be agents of Venetian in fluence for  a very long t im e, and m ay st i l l  

be so today, even though they were also occasional ly Venice?s vict im s. Other  

great fam i l ies such as the Russel ls, H erber ts, and Cavendishes also becam e 

consistent car r ier s of the Venetian vir us.  

H enry?s insistence upon divorce fr om  Cather ine of Aragon and rem ar r iage to 

Anne entai led the fal l  of h is chief m in ister  Cardinal  W olsey. W olsey knew very 

wel l  what evi l  Venice represented and, at least on one occasion, told the 

Venetian am bassador  so to h is face. In  W olsey?s place em erged a technocrat of 

the Venetian fact ion, Thom as Crom wel l , who had learned the Venetian system  

whi le work ing in  Venice as an accountant to a wel l -known leading Spir i tual i , 

Reginald Pole. Crom wel l  effect ively r an the Engl ish governm ent in  the 1530s, 

unt i l  h is own fal l  and execution in  1540. 

  

Crom wel l  had cul t ivated those hum anists who were favorable to the break  with 

Rom e, and a ?l i t t le Padua'? cam e to be developed around one of these f igures at 

Cam br idge Universi ty, by the nam e of Thom as Sm ith. Sm ith returned fr om  

Padua to becom e the head of Cam br idge in  1544. Other  leading f igures of th is 

?l i t t le Padua? were Roger  Ascham , John Cheke, and W il l iam  Ceci l . This was a 

t ight-kn i t  group, tutor s to the Protestant chi ldren of H enry VII I , Edward, and 

El izabeth. 

At th is poin t, we m ust add the in fam ous Francesco Zorzi . Zorzi  was the Venetian 

sex counsel lor  for  H enry VII I . I t  was Zorzi  who rendered Venice?s off icial  

pronouncem ent that, according to h is r eading of the ancient H ebrew text, the 

pope did not have the r ight to grant dispensation for  H enry to m ar r y Cather ine. 

Therefore, according to Venice, H enry never  tr u ly m ar r ied Cather ine. For  

H enry, th is sealed the al l iance with Venice against Spain, and unleashed 

his own am bit ions. This t ight ly kn i t  group of Venetian Ar istotel ians
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organized H enrys break  with Rom e. I t  was th is break  which opened England 

wide for  Venetian operat ions. 

The Rol e of  Paol o Sar p i  

The second phase of the Venetian 

operat ions was m uch m ore 

devastat ing. I t  was launched by the 

notor ious Paolo Sarpi . I t  was in  th is 

phase that England?s m ind and soul  

were taken, and England was set up to 

becom e the bast ion of the global ism . 

To understand th is, you m ust 

understand the m ind of Paolo Sarpi , 

and who in  Venice deployed him . 

This phase was highl ighted by what 

was understood in  Venetian h istor y as 

the 1583 f ight between the Giovani (young houses) and the Vecchi  (old 

houses). In  th is phase, a very radical  fact ion took  over. The Giovani r eal ized 

that t im e had run out for  the Islands of Venice and that i t  had becom e 

increasingly less viable as a m i l i tar y for ce. For  the Giovani, the on ly defense 

Venice had was a desperate attem pt to destroy both the papacy and the 

H apsburgs, by secur ing Germ any for  the Protestants with the help of France. 

The Vecchi  wanted to control  the papacy and stay with in  a neutral ized 

Cathol ic Church. The Giovani organized the Protestant r ebel l ion and wanted 

to see the destruct ion of even the nam e of Chr ist ian i ty. 

The plan that evolved by the Giovani was to m ove par t of the m oney fr om  the 

m assive funds in  the vaul ts of the Church of St. M ark  to the Dutch Calvin ist  

r epubl ic, H ol land, and then to England. For  th is plan, the takeover  of England 

was left  to Paolo Sarpi . 
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Paolo Sarpi  was nom inal ly a Servi te m onk  who was exceptional ly talented. Yet 

he was m uch m ore. H e was the leading organizer  of the Giovani. Out of the 

Giovani salons and secret society, Venice planned the destruct ion of 

Chr ist ian i ty in  what was later  to be cal led Freem asonry. 

  

In  a book  about Sarpi , a m odern h istor ian by the nam e of W ooton proves that 

Sarpi  was the creator  of em pir icism  and taught Francis Bacon his so-cal led 

scient i f ic m ethod. The thesis of th is book , which the author  proves 

conclusively, is that Sarpi , whi le nom inal ly a Cathol ic m onk , r evealed h im sel f in  

h is phi losophical  work  to be a radical  atheist. Sarpi  was to argue that the idea of 

the need for  a provident ial  r el igion, as the basis for  the m ajor i ty of m en act ing 

m oral ly, was unnecessary. H e insisted that bel ief in  God was i r r at ional , since i t  

is not necessary to explain  the existence of the physical  un iverse by an act of 

creat ion. This is the em pir icism  of Bacon. H e especial ly attacked the idea that 

M oses was given the Ten Com m andm ents by God. Since one could be burned 

for  these bel iefs, he never  publ ished his phi losophical  wr i t ings.  

  

The stor y of the Venetian takeover  of England begins with an in terdict by the 

pope against Venice in  1606. This dispute was nom inal ly about two 

jur isdict ional  m atter s r espect ing the r ight of Rom e to tr y two accused prelates, 

and the r ight to col lect m onies in  Venice. Venice retained Paolo Sarpi  as i ts 

defender. In  th is f ight, Sarpi  wrote pam phlet after  pam phlet, defending the 

r ights of the state against those of the papacy. H enry W ooten, the am bassador  

fr om  England to Venice, sent al l  of Sarpi?s wr i t ings back  to England 

im m ediately, to be tr anslated. In  the course of th is f ight, Sarpi  becam e the m ost 

fam ous m an in  Europe. The papacy ended the in terdict wi thout achieving i ts 

ends and break ing Venice. Sarpi  had won. In  the ensuing days after  the 

in terdict was l i f ted, an assassin  tr ied to k i l l  Sarpi , but he survived. The attem pt 

was laid at the papacy?s doorstep, and now Sarpi   was a hero in  England and 

throughout Europe. H e had faced down the papacy and survived.  
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Sarpi  im m ediately launched a thoroughgoing attack  on the very existence of 

the church, in  two works cal led H istory of Benefices, and the m ost fam ous 

work  of h is career , The H istory of the Council of Trent. The latter  book  was 

dedicated to Jam es I  of England, and was f i r st  publ ished in  England. I t  is i r on ic 

that the nom inal ly Cathol ic Sarpi  organized the radical  Protestant opposi t ion 

throughout Europe.  

Sarpi  was in tr oduced by a cir cle around W ooten to Francis Bacon, who 

cor responded with h im . Bacon picked up Sarpi?s wr i t ing on m ethod fr om  

Sarpi?s Arte del Ben Pensare, where he insists that the on ly way an individual  

can know anyth ing is through the senses. W ith th is, m odern em pir icism  is 

launched, which later  becom es the radical  nom inal ism  of David H um e. 

The Giovani very consciously had to bui ld up their  own fact ion am ong the 

Engl ish nobi l i ty. England had to be total ly control led. The drawback  that the 

Giovani had to cor rect, was the fact that England was not r eal ly r el iable, 

because the k ings tended to act independently of Venetian str ategic 

considerat ions. The way the Giovani funct ioned was by the creat ion of a 
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Protestant-control led m erchant class. This was m ost expl ici t  wi th the creat ion 

of the Venice Com pany by the Ear l  of Leicester , the funder  of the Pur i tan 

m ovem ent in  England. I t  was he who was granted by Venice cer tain  tr ading 

routes. In  1581, another  tr ading com pany was created with Venetian agreem ent, 

cal led the Turkey Com pany. These two com panies later  m erged and becam e 

the Levant Com pany, which later  becam e the in fam ous Br i t ish East India 

Com pany. The f i r st  governor  of the East India Com pany was Thom as Sm ythe, 

who studied law in  Padua. Through th is process of creat ing a r ich m erchant 

class, predom inantly Pur i tan, Venice also created a batter ing ram  against the 

k ing. These radical  Protestant cul ts took  over  England dur ing the so-cal led 

Com m onweal th per iod. 

  

W hi le i t  takes som e 80 m ore years to com plete the Venetian takeover  of 

England, the em pire of the m ind becam e ensconced in  England. Sarpi  and 

Venice create the cul t  of syncret ic r el igion that becom es Freem asonry. Once 

that process of takeover  is com plete, England becom es the bast ion of paganism : 

usury and slavery. In  shor t, r eal  Ar istotel ians. This was Sarpi?s program  and 

in tent ion, and i t  com pleted the essential  destruct ion of the Engl ish soul . Venice 

and Venetian m ethods had tr ansplanted them selves in  England. 

Flag of Br itish East I ndia Company
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 Phi l osoph i c Vi ctor y  

The Venetian over throw of the Br i t ish m onarchy through bank ing was 

rel igiously and phi losophical ly lead by Contar in i  and Sarpi , two people in  

h istor y who are seldom  acknowledged or  r efer red to by standard h istor ians . 

The tr ue progenetors of r el igious revolut ion and rebel l ion against papal  and 

m onarchical  author i ty r eside in  two hum ble hum ans. To m aintain  pol i t ical  

bel ief in  the new bank ing system s, i t  took  a rel igious just i f icat ion to place a 

m onarch above the pope of Rom e. 

But  w hat  r eal l y  happen ed  i n  the Ven et i an  over th r ow  of  

Br i tai n  i s that  the ?ban k er ? w as p l aced  above both  the 

chu r ch  an d  state ? k i n g an d  pope. 

Dr. Douglas Gabriel summarizes Venetian 
Bankers Come to England and reveals the secret 
that Italian bankers, philosophers, political 
operatives, and economic predators flooded into 
England and controlled the monarchy completely. 
Even the dynasties that came to rule England were 
directed by Italian bankers like the d'Este family 
who married into the Fugger and Welser German 
banking families, later marring into the elite  
families of England. Gasparo Contarinia and Paolo 
Sarpi were the minds behind overthrowing the 
European monarchies and the Pope of Rome. 
Eventually, this infiltration was complete when the  
Italian banking families married into the great 
houses of England: Howards, Russells, Herberts, 
Cavendishes, Cromwells, Poles and many others. 
Thus, Britain was permanently infected by the 
Venetian virus of central banking and Italian 
warlord politics.
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Bankers not on ly control led l i fe and death, pover ty and weal th, war  and peace 

but they also control led the rel igious bel ief that k ings and queens had a dir ect 

l ine to God through the ?divine r ight of k ings? doctr ine. According to 

Contar in i  and Sarpi , ol igarchs should ru le the ?Republ ic? not k ings ru le a 

k ingdom , or  popes ru le a church. 

The basis for  a tr ue worshiper  of M am m on, who is in  league with the dem ons 

of hel l , was created by the Venetian bank ing car tels and their  agents who 

in fi l t r ated and conquered European nat ions through the ideas of ?supposed? 

Cathol ic th inkers. Contar in i  and Sarpi  were the f i r st  extrem ely effect ive 

propagandists and pol i t ical  ideologists. Their  com bined in fluence on Europe, 
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and especial ly England, cannot be over -em phasized. The Venetian co-opt ing of 

England was planned and executed with br i l l iant precision and sk i l l ; a tr ue 

M achiavel l ian victor y. 

  

I t  was indeed, M achiavel l i  who becam e an unconscious idol  of the Br i t ish 

ol igarchs who disguised them selves as pol i t icians to suppor t the total  control  

of bankers over  the m onarchy and their  subjects. I t  m attered not to these 

Venetian operat ives who publ icly ?ruled?, since they control led the m oney. 

Venetian decadence and m i l i tar y aggressiveness found a tr ue hom e in  Br i t ish 

ol igarchs who m ight have even com e to outdo the Venetians in  being 

Venetian. 

  

In  the next ar t icle in  our  Venetian bank ing ser ies,  we exam ine the num erous 

Br i t ish ol igarchs and their  path to power  and dom inance based upon the 

age-old tr adi t ions of W ar lord Bankers. These ol igarchs m ight spark  the 

m em ory of h istor y students who have heard their  nam es but never  heard the 

tr uth about their  or igins and phi losophical  foundations. M odern Br i t ish 

ol igarchs are not even seen as econom ic predators and ruth less warm ongers 

because they are sim ply par t of a cor rupt system  that has been ?around? since 

the beginn ing of com m erce. 

M em bers of Par l iam ent seem  so n ice and pol i te that i t  would be hard to 

bel ieve they are par t of a long l ine of fam i l ies who are responsible for  the 

deaths of m i l l ions ? al l  for  the sake of keeping the corporate dynasty weal th 

and in tact.   


